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Victoria to Host 11th Canadian Urban Forest Conference 

Date:  Wednesday, August 13, 2014 For Immediate Release 

VICTORIA, BC – This fall, delegates from across Canada are invited to participate in the 11th Canadian 
Urban Forest Conference in Victoria, British Columbia.  The conference will run September 30 to October 2 
and will include opportunities for City and park planners, architects, arborists, researchers and health scientists 
to share their experiences and innovative approaches to the stewardship of Canada’s urban forests. 
 
The Canadian Urban Forest Conference, offered every two years, brings together leading experts from across 
the country and allows for dialogue between professionals and community groups on innovative strategies, 
policies, technologies, research, and best management practices.  
 
“Victoria is known as the ‘City of Gardens’”, says Mayor Dean Fortin, “but with almost 250 species of trees and 
33,000 trees on public land alone, we could also be called the ‘City of Trees’.  Our urban forests are incredible 
assets and hosting this conference will connect our community with some of Canada’s most innovative urban 
forest management strategies, technologies and practices.” 
 
A recent inventory of Victoria’s urban forests on public land identified almost 20,000 trees lining our streets and 
over 13,000 trees in our parks.  Approximately 10% of all street trees in Victoria are flowering plum, 8% are 
flowering cherry and 6% are hawthorn.  Maple, Garry Oak, Birch, Hornbeam and Horse Chestnut are some of 
the other species that line our streets.  Our climate is unique in that a wide range of trees can grow here.  Over 
230 unique species were identified in the recent inventory.  Last year, the City adopted an Urban Forest Master 
Plan that lays the groundwork for a healthy, vibrant urban forest in Victoria.  
 
The City of Victoria is excited to be hosting this conference with support from the Municipality of Oak Bay, the 
District of Saanich and Tree Canada.  Sponsors include TD Friends of the Environment Foundation, Bartlett 
Tree Experts and Davey Tree. The opening keynote lecture will set the context by addressing the key issue of 
‘Adapting Cities to a Rapidly Changing World’.  This session will draw on the expertise of Dr. Kalanithy 
Vairavamoorthy, or ‘Dean Kala’, an internationally recognized expert in the field.  The lecture will explore how 
pressing challenges—including climate change, water scarcity, aging infrastructure and risk management—
affect the way we design our cities and their urban forests.  
 
For registration details please visit: www.cufc11.ca/en  
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For More Information: 

 

Melinda Jolley 
Communications Coordinator, City of Victoria 
Office:  250.361.0288, Cellular: 250.516.4271 
 

 



 

 

About Tree Canada 

Tree Canada is a not-for-profit charitable organization established to encourage Canadians to plant and care for 
trees in urban and rural environments.  Tree Canada engages Canadian companies, government agencies and 
individuals to support the planting of trees, the greening of schoolyards, and other efforts to sensitize Canadians 
to the benefits of planting and maintaining trees. To date, nearly 80 million trees have been planted, over 550 
schoolyards have been greened, and Tree Canada has helped organize ten national urban forest conferences. 
More information about Tree Canada is available at www.treecanada.ca. 

 
 


